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COMMISSION DECISION

of 28 November 1980

authorizing the United Kingdom not to apply Community treatment to fresh
bananas originating in certain third countries

(Only the English text is authentic)

(80/1158/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 115
thereof,

Whereas, Commission Decision 80/776/EEC of 29
July 1980 ('), authorized the United Kingdom to take
intra-Community surveillance measures in respect of
imports of bananas originating in certain third coun
tries and put into free circulation in the other
Member States ;

Whereas, on 18 September 1980, a request was made
under the first paragraph of Article 115 of the Treaty
by the United Kingdom to the Commission of the
European Communities for authorization not to apply
Community treatment to fresh bananas, falling within
subheading 08.01 B I of the Common Customs Tariff,
originating in certain dollar-area countries (2) and in
free circulation in the other Member States ; whereas,
pending the receipt of fuller information, the Commis
sion adopted Decision 80/949/EEC of 29 September
1980 (3) and Decision 80/ 1088/EEC of 20 October
1980 (4) authorizing the United Kingdom to take
interim protective measures in respect of such
imports ;
Whereas the first Article of Protocol 4 to the Lomé
Convention signed on 31 October 1979 and put into
effect unilaterally by the Community from 1 March
1980 provides that 'as regards its exports of bananas to
the markets of the Community, no ACP State will be
placed, as regards access to its traditional markets and
its advantages on those markets, in a less favourable
situation than in the past or at present' ;
Whereas to fulfil that requirement the United
Kingdom, which constitutes a major traditional
market for certain ACP States and OCT, still makes
imports of bananas originating in dollar-area third
countries subject to quantitative restrictions, while
other Member States apply different arrangements ;
Whereas for the same reason the Government of the
United Kingdom sees to it that United Kingdom

importers take all bananas offered for export by ACP
States and OCT which are its traditional suppliers,
and only turn to other sources to cover any additional
market requirements ;

Whereas this system cannot be applied to imports
under the free circulation rules of bananas originating
in dollar-area countries ;

Whereas, in consequence, unrestricted free circulation
would jeopardize the market balance which the above
mentioned measures are designed to achieve ;

Whereas imports of bananas originating in the ACP
States and OCT amounted to 252 341 tonnes in 1978 ,
213 103 tonnes in .1979 and 118 156 tonnes in the
first seven months of 1980 ;

Whereas, owing to the natural disasters which hit
them in July 1980, certain ACP States and OCT will
be unable to export to the United Kingdom market
for some time ;

Whereas, by virtue of Protocol 4 to the Lomé Conven
tion, those countries must nevertheless be able to
recover their traditional access to and advantages on
the United Kingdom market when the new crop is
ready for export in 1981 ;

Whereas this might be difficult if unrestricted free
circulation over the next few months established new
trade patterns for United Kingdom imports ;

Whereas in recent years the United Kingdom Govern
ment has, however, habitually authorized free circula
tion imports of bananas originating in dollar-area
countries ; whereas the British authorities consider
that the following quantities of bananas originating in
dollar-area countries have been imported under free
circulation :

6 675 tonnes for the period 1 October 1978 to 30
September 1979,
9 290 tonnes for the period 1 October 1979 to 30
September 1 980 ;

Whereas these quantities represent approximately
8 % of the direct imports from the same countries
during the same periods ;

Whereas the United Kingdom should therefore be
authorized to apply protective measures under the first

(') OJ No L 224, 27. 8 . 1980, p. 15.
(2) Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Domini
can Republic , Equador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti ,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, the Philippines,
Venezuela, The United States of America.
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paragraph of Article 115 of the Treaty while main
taining the traditionally accepted level of free circula
tion imports, amounting on average to 8 % of direct
imports,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

The United Kingdom is hereby authorized not to
apply Community treatment to fresh bananas falling
within heading No 08.01 of the Common Customs
Tariff, originating in the third countries listed in the
Annex hereto and in free circulation in the other
Member States. This authorization shall not apply to a
quantity corresponding to 8 % of direct imports origi
nating in such countries and considered necessary to
cover the requirements of the United Kingdom
market for the period 1 October 1980 to 31 May 1981 ,
which are not covered by direct imports from ACP
States and OCT.

The said quantity shall be allocated among applicants
for import authorization in accordance with the

criteria and practices habitually followed by the
competent authorities.

Article 2

This Decision shall apply from 14 September 1980
until 31 May 1981 .

Article 3

The United Kingdom shall inform the Commission
of the application of this authorization .

Article 4

This Decision is addressed to the United Kingdom.

Done at Brussels, 28 November 1980 .

For the Commission

Étienne DAVIGNON

Member of the Commission

ANNEX

Third countries referred to in Article 1

Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic , Equador, El Salvador, Guate
mala, Haiti , Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, the Philippines, Venezuela, the United States of
America .


