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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION
of 19 June 1978

concerning the conclusion of the European Convention for the protection of
animals kept for farming purposes

(78/923/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Articles 43
and 100 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),

Whereas the European Convention for the protection
of animals kept for farming purposes (hereinafter
referred to as ‘the Convention’) has been drawn up
within the Council of Europe with the aim of
protecting animals kept for farming purposes, particu-
larly in modern intensive production systems ;

Whereas Council Directive 70/373/EEC of 20 July
1970 on the introduction of Community methods of
sampling and analysis for the official control of
feedingstuffs (}), as last amended by Directive
76/372/EEC (*), Council Directive 70/524/EEC of 23
November 1970 concerning additives in feeding-
stuffs (%), as last amended by Directive 78/117/EEC (¢)
and Council Directive 74/63/EEC of 17 December
1973 on the fixing of maximum permitted levels for
undesirable substances and products in feeding-
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stuffs (), as last amended by Directive 76/934/EEC (8),
have introduced common rules which may be affected
by the Convention, and especially by the implementa-
\tion of certain of its provisions;

Whereas other provisions of the Convention cover
areas for which the Community has not yet intro-
duced common rules; '

Whereas the protection of animals is not in itself one
of the objectives of the Community; whereas,
however, there are disparities between existing
national laws on the protection of animals kept for
farming purposes which may give rise to unequal
-conditions of competition and which may
consequently have an indirect effect on the proper
functioning of the common market ;

Whereas, moreover, the Convention deals with
matters which are covered by the common agricul-
tural policy ;

Whereas it would therefore seem that Community
participation in the Convention is necessary for the
attainment of the objectives of the Community ;

Whereas stock-farming in Greenland is carried on in
conditions which are fundamentally different from
those obtaining in the other regions of the Commu-
nity on account of the general circumstances and in
particular the climate, the low density of population
and the exceptional size of the island ; whereas, there-
fore, the Convention should not apply to Greenland,
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

The European Convention for the protection of
animals kept for farming purposes is hereby approved
on behalf of the European Economic Community.

The text of the Convention is annexed to this Deci-
sion.

Article 2

The President of the Council shall deposit the instru-
ment of approval in accordance with Article 14 of the
Convention (1).

(1) The date of entry into force of the Convention will be
published in the Official Journal of the European
Communities by the General Secretariat of the Council.

When depositing the instrument of approval, the Presi-
dent of the Council shall, in accordance with Article
16 of the Convention, state that the Convention will
not apply to Greenland.

Done at Luxembourg, 19 June 1978.

For the Council

The President
P. DALSAGER



