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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2003 No. 1021

The Local Authorities (Members'
Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003

PART 5
PARISH COUNCILS

Parish basic allowance

25.—(1)  An authority may pay an allowance for each year (“parish basic allowance”)—
(a) to its chairman(1) only; or
(b) to each of its members,

and the amount of that allowance payable to its chairman may differ from that payable to each other
member of the authority, but otherwise that amount shall be the same for each such member.

(2)  Where an authority proposes to pay parish basic allowance, whether to its chairman only
or to each of its members, it must have regard, in setting the level or levels of such allowances,
to the recommendations which have been made in respect of it by a parish remuneration panel in
accordance with regulation 28.

(3)  Subject to paragraph (4), where an authority proposes to pay parish basic allowance in any
year to its members and the term of office of any member begins or ends otherwise than at the
beginning or end of a year, that member’s entitlement shall be to payment of such part of the parish
basic allowance as bears to the whole the same proportion as the number of days during which his
term of office subsists bears to the number of days in that year.

(4)  Where an authority proposes to pay parish basic allowance in any year—
(a) to its chairman only; or
(b) to all its members but at a higher level to the chairman,

and the term of office of the chairman as chairman begins or ends otherwise than at the beginning
or end of a year, his entitlement for the period during which he holds the office of chairman shall be
to payment of such part of the parish basic allowance to which he is entitled as chairman as bears to
the whole the same proportion as the number of days during which his term of office as chairman
subsists bears to the number of days in that year.

(5)  Where a member is suspended or partially suspended from his responsibilities or duties as a
member of an authority in accordance with Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 or regulations
made under that Part, the part of the parish basic allowance payable to him in respect of the period
for which he is suspended or partially suspended may be withheld by the authority.

(6)  An authority shall, as soon as reasonably practical after setting the levels at which any parish
basic allowance is to be paid and to whom, arrange for the publication in a conspicuous place or

(1) See section 15(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 for the duty to elect a chairman from among the councillors of a parish
council.
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places in the area of the authority, for a period of at least 14 days, of a notice or notices containing
the following information—

(a) any recommendation in respect of parish basic allowance made by the parish remuneration
panel;

(b) the level or levels at which the authority has decided to pay parish basic allowance and
to which members it is to be paid; and

(c) a statement that in reaching the decision on the matters referred to in sub-paragraph (b)
the authority has had regard to the recommendation of the parish remuneration panel.

(7)  An authority shall ensure that it keeps a copy of the information referred to in paragraph (6)
available for inspection by members of the public on reasonable notice.

(8)  An authority may require that where payment of parish basic allowance has already been
made in respect of any period during which the member concerned is—

(a) suspended or partially suspended from his responsibilities or duties as a member of the
authority in accordance with Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 or regulations
made under that Part;

(b) ceases to be a member of the authority; or
(c) is in any other way not entitled to receive the allowance in respect of that period,

such part of the allowance as relates to any such period shall be repaid to the authority.
(9)  An authority may not make any payment, and a member is not entitled to receive any payment,

under the provisions of this regulation in respect of any period prior to 30th September 2003 if
payment is made, in respect of any duties carried out by the member during that same period, under
any of the provisions referred to in regulation 34(1).
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