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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2001 No. 238

The Detention Centre Rules 2001

PART II
DETAINED PERSONS

RELIGION

Diversity of religion

20. The practice of religion in detention centres shall take account of the diverse cultural and
religious background of detained persons.

Religious denomination

21. If a detained person wishes to declare himself to belong to a particular religion, the manager
shall upon that person’s reception at the detention centre record the religion to which the detained
person wishes to belong.

Manager of religious affairs and ministers of religion

22.—(1)  Every detention centre shall have a manager of religious affairs whose appointment
shall be approved by the Secretary of State.

(2)  Where in any detention centre the number of detained persons who belong to a particular
religion is such as in the opinion of the Secretary of State to require the appointment of a minister
of that religion, the Secretary of State may appoint such a minister to that detention centre.

(3)  The manager of religious affairs shall make arrangements for a minister of religion to meet
with every detained person of his religion individually soon after the detained person’s reception
into the detention centre if the detained person so wishes.

(4)  A minister of religion shall visit daily all detained persons of his religion who are sick, under
restraint, in temporary confinement, or undergoing removal from association, as far as he reasonably
can and to the extent that the detained person so wishes.

Regular visits by ministers of religion

23.—(1)  The manager shall make arrangements for a minister of religion to visit detained persons
of his religion as often as he reasonably can and to the extent that the detained person so wishes.

(2)  Where a detained person belongs to a religion for which no minister of religion has been
appointed the manager will do what he reasonably can, if so requested by the detained person, to
arrange for him to be visited by a minister of that religion as often as he reasonably can and to the
extent that the detained person so wishes.
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Religious services

24. The manager shall make arrangements for ministers of religion to conduct religious services
for detained persons of their religions at such times as may be arranged.

Religious books

25. There shall, so far as reasonably practicable, be available for the personal use of every
detained person such religious books recognised by his religion as are approved by the Secretary of
State for use in detention centres.
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