
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects
for the Documentary Evidence Act 1868. (See end of Document for details)

Documentary Evidence Act 1868
1868 CHAPTER 37 31 and 32 Vict

1 Short title.

This Act may be cited for all purposes as “The Documentary Evidence Act 1868.”

2 Mode of proving certain documents.

Prima facie evidence of any proclamation, order, or regulation issued before or
after the passing of this Act by Her Majesty, or by the Privy Council, also of any
proclamation, order, or regulation issued before or after the passing of this Act by
or under the authority of any such department of the Government or officer [F1or
office-holder in the Scottish Administration] as is mentioned in the first column of
the schedule hereto, may be given in all courts of justice, and in all legal proceedings
whatsoever, in all or any of the modes herein-after mentioned; that is to say:

(1) By the production of a copy of the Gazette purporting to contain such proclamation,
order, or regulation.

(2) By the production of a copy of such proclamation, order, or regulation, purporting to
be printed by the Government printer, or, where the question arises in a court in any
British colony or possession, of a copy purporting to be printed under the authority of
the legislature of such British colony or possession.

(3) By the production, in the case of any proclamation, order or regulation issued by Her
Majesty or by the Privy Council, of a copy or extract purporting to be certified to be
true by the clerk of the Privy Council, or by any one of the lords or others of the Privy
Council, and, in the case of any proclamation, order, or regulation issued by or under
the authority of any of the said departments or officers [F1or office-holders], by the
production of a copy or extract purporting to be certified to be true by the person or
persons specified in the second column of the said schedule in connexion with such
department or officer [F1or office-holder].

Any copy or extract made in pursuance of this Act may be in print or in writing, or
partly in print and partly in writing.
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No proof shall be required of the handwriting or official position of any person
certifying, in pursuance of this Act, to the truth of any copy of or extract from any
proclamation, order, or regulation.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 2 inserted (6.5.1999) by S.I. 1999/1042, art. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. I para. 1

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 2 applied (27.2.1997) by 1997 c. 7, s. 1(2) (with s. 11(2))
C2 S. 2 applied (with modifications) (7.4.2005 at 5:45pm) by Commissioners for Revenue and Customs

Act 2005 (c. 11), ss. 24(5)(6), 53(1); S.I. 2005/1126, art. 2(1)

3 Act to be in force in colonies.

Subject to any law that may be from time to time made by the legislature of any British
colony or possession, this Act shall be in force in every such colony and possession.

[F24 Punishment of forgery.

(1) If any person commits any of the offences following; that is to say, Prints any copy of
any proclamation, order, or regulation, which falsely purports to have been printed by
the Government printer, or to be printed under the authority of the legislature of any
British colony or possession, or tenders in evidence any copy of any proclamation,
order, or regulation, which falsely purports to have been printed as aforesaid, knowing
that the same was not so printed; or

[
F3(2)

Forges or tenders in evidence, knowing the same to have been forged, any certificate
by this Act authorized to be annexed to a copy of or extract from any proclamation,
order, or regulation;]

he shall be guilty of felony, and shall on conviction be liable to be sentenced to
[F4imprisonment] . . . F5]

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 4 repealed (except as it applies to S. ) (5.11.1993) by 1993 c. 50, s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. I Group1.
F3 S. 4(2) repealed (E.W.) (N.I.) by Forgery Act 1913 (c. 27), Sch. Pt. I
F4 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1948 (c. 58), s. 1(1), Criminal Procedure

(Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21), s. 221(1) and Criminal Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 1953 (c. 14), s. 1(1)
F5 Words repealed by Statute Law Revision Act 1893 (c. 14)

5 Definition of terms.

(1) The following words shall in this Act have the meaning herein-after assigned to them,
unless there is something in the context repugnant to such construction; (that is to say),

“British colony and possession” shall for the purposes of this Act include the
Channel Islands, the Isle of Man . . . F6 and all other Her Majesty’s dominions.
“Legislature” shall signify any authority, other than the Imperial Parliament or
Her Majesty in Council, competent to make laws for any colony or possession.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/31-32/37/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/1042
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/1042/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/1042/schedule/1/part/I/paragraph/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/31-32/37/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/7/section/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/7/section/11/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/31-32/37/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/11/section/24/5/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/11/section/53/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/1126
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/1126/article/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/31-32/37/section/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/50
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/50/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/50/schedule/1/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/31-32/37/section/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1913/27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1913/27/schedule/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1948/58
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1948/58/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1975/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1975/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1975/21/section/221/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/apni/1953/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/apni/1953/14/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1893/14


Documentary Evidence Act 1868 (c. 37)
Document Generated: 2024-03-11

3

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects
for the Documentary Evidence Act 1868. (See end of Document for details)

“Privy Council” shall include Her Majesty in Council and the lords and others
of Her Majesty’s Privy Council, or any of them, and any committee of the Privy
Council that is not specially named in the schedule hereto.
“Government printer” shall mean and include the printer to Her Majesty, [F7the
Queen’s Printer for Scotland,] and any printer purporting to be the printer
authorized to print the statutes, ordinances, acts of state, or other public acts
of the legislature of any British colony or possession, or otherwise to be the
Government printer of such colony or possession.
“Gazette” shall include the London Gazette, the Edinburgh Gazette, and the
[F8Belfast] Gazette, or any of such Gazettes.

[“ F7office-holder in the Scottish Administration”has the same meaning as in the
Scotland Act 1998.]

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F9

Textual Amendments
F6 Words repealed by S.R. & O. 1937/230 (Rev. X, p. 545: 1937, p. 963), Sch. Pt. II
F7 Words in s. 5(1) inserted (6.5.1999) by S.I. 1999/1042, art. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. I para. 1
F8 Word substituted by virtue of S.R. & O. 1921/1804 (Rev. XVI, p. 967: 1921, p. 422), art. 7(a)
F9 S. 5(2) repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16), Sch. 1 Pt. VII

6 Act to be cumulative.

The provisions of this Act shall be deemed to be in addition to, and not in derogation
of, any powers of proving documents given by any existing statute, or existing at
common law.
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