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British Law Ascertainment Act 1859
1859 CHAPTER 63 22 and 23 Vict

1 Courts in one part of Her Majesty’s dominions may remit a case for the opinion
in law of a court in any other part thereof.

If in any action depending in any court within Her Majesty’s dominions, it shall be
the opinion of such court, that it is necessary or expedient for the proper disposal of
such action to ascertain the law applicable to the facts of the case as administered in
any other part of Her Majesty’s dominions on any point on which the law of such
other part of Her Majesty’s dominions is different from that in which the court is
situate, it shall be competent to the court in which such action may depend to direct
a case to be prepared setting forth the facts, as these may be ascertained by verdict
of a jury or other mode competent, or may be agreed upon by the parties, or settled
by such person or persons as may have been appointed by the court for that purpose
in the event of the parties not agreeing; and upon such case being approved of by
such court or a judge thereof, they shall settle the questions of law arising out of the
same on which they desire to have the opinion of another court, and shall pronounce
an order remitting the same, together with the case, to the court in such other part of
Her Majesty’s dominions, being one of the superior courts thereof, whose opinion is
desired upon the law administered by them as applicable to the facts set forth in such
case, and desiring them to pronounce their opinion on the questions submitted to them
in the terms of the act; and it shall be competent to any of the parties to the action
to present a petition to the court whose opinion is to be obtained, praying such last-
mentioned court to hear parties or their counsel, and to pronounce their opinion thereon
in terms of this Act, or to pronounce their opinion without hearing parties or counsel;
and the court to which such petition shall be presented shall, if they think fit, appoint
an early day for hearing parties or their counsel on such case, and shall thereafter
pronounce their opinion upon the questions of law as administered by them which are
submitted to them by the court; and in order to their pronouncing such opinion they
shall be entitled to take such further procedure thereupon as to them shall seem proper.
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