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Companies Act 2006
2006 CHAPTER 46

PART 10

A COMPANY'S DIRECTORS

CHAPTER 2

GENERAL DUTIES OF DIRECTORS

Introductory

170 Scope and nature of general duties

(1) The general duties specified in sections 171 to 177 are owed by a director of a company
to the company.

(2) A person who ceases to be a director continues to be subject—
(a) to the duty in section 175 (duty to avoid conflicts of interest) as regards the

exploitation of any property, information or opportunity of which he became
aware at a time when he was a director, and

(b) to the duty in section 176 (duty not to accept benefits from third parties) as
regards things done or omitted by him before he ceased to be a director.

To that extent those duties apply to a former director as to a director, subject to any
necessary adaptations.

(3) The general duties are based on certain common law rules and equitable principles as
they apply in relation to directors and have effect in place of those rules and principles
as regards the duties owed to a company by a director.

(4) The general duties shall be interpreted and applied in the same way as common law
rules or equitable principles, and regard shall be had to the corresponding common
law rules and equitable principles in interpreting and applying the general duties.
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[F1(5) The general duties apply to a shadow director of a company where and to the extent
that they are capable of so applying.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 170(5) substituted (26.5.2015) by Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 (c. 26), ss.

89(1), 164(3)(g)(iii)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Ss. 170-177 modified (22.2.2008) by The Northern Rock plc Transfer Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/432), art.

17(1), Sch. para. 2(e)
C2 Ss. 170-177 modified (8.00 a.m. on 29.9.2008) by the The Bradford & Bingley plc Transfer of

Securities and Property etc. Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/2546), art. 13(1)(3), Sch. 1 para. 2(e)
C3 Ss. 170-177 modified (9.30 a.m. on 7.10.2008) by The Heritable Bank plc Transfer of Certain Rights

and Liabilities Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/2644), art. 26, Sch. 2 para. 2(e)
C4 Ss. 170-177 modified (retrospective to 30.3.2009 at 8.00 a.m.) by The Amendments to Law

(Resolution of Dunfermline Building Society) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/814), arts. 1(2), 7, Sch. para.
2(e)

C5 Ss. 170-177 modified (1.3.2016) by The NRAM plc (formerly Northern Rock plc) Consequential and
Supplementary Provisions Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/114), arts. 1(1), 7(1), (3), Sch. para. 1(e)

C6 S. 170 applied (8.12.2017) by The Risk Transformation Regulations 2017 (S.I. 2017/1212), regs. 1(2),
83(1) (with reg. 189)

Commencement Information
I1 S. 170 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; s. 170 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 1300; s. 170 in force

at 1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(d) (with savings in art. 12 and subject to transitional
adaptations specified in Sch. 1)
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– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2008/373 reg. 11(1) by S.I.

2013/1971 reg. 9(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Amending
Regulations revoked (1.10.2013) without ever being in force by S.I. 2013/2224, reg.
2)

– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2008/373 reg. 3(4) by S.I.
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