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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND

RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 8: Flexible administrative arrangements

Chapter 1: Agreements with designated bodies

Powers to enter into agreements

Section 80: Designated bodies

204. This section introduces Schedule 7, which lists designated bodies. It also sets out the
circumstances in which the Secretary of State may add bodies to the list or remove them
from it. Most of the bodies listed in Schedule 7 are bodies in the “Defra family” (i.e.
bodies sponsored by Defra). Others carry out at least one function that is related to
or connected with a function of Defra. For instance, the Forestry Commission (a non-
ministerial department) and the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for
England (a non departmental public body known as “English Heritage” and sponsored
by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport) have been included in the list. Local
authorities have been included in the list because they already perform a number of
Defra-related functions.
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