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ENTERPRISE ACT 2002

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 4. Market I nvestigations

I ntroduction

Chapter 4: Supplementary

I nvestigation powers

Section 175: Enforcement of powers under section 174: offences

389.  This section sets out the enforcement powers that the OFT will have in relation to
their general investigative powers under section 174. It provides that a person commits
an offence where he or she intentionally fails to comply with a notice or he or
she intentionally alters, suppresses or destroys documents that he or she has been
reguired to produce. The punishment for either of these offences may be afine and/or
imprisonment. The section also setsout that it isan offence for aperson to intentionally
obstruct or delay the OFT or any person in carrying out their investigative functions
under section 174 — this offence is punishable by fine only.
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