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Firearms (Amendment) Act 1997
1997 CHAPTER 5

PART I

PROHIBITION OF WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION AND CONTROL OF SMALL-CALIBRE PISTOLS

Surrender of firearms, etc. and compensation

16 Payments in respect of prohibited small firearms and ammunition.

(1) The Secretary of State shall, in accordance with a scheme made by him, make
payments in respect of firearms and ammunition surrendered at designated police
stations in accordance with the arrangements made by him under section 15 above.

(2) A scheme under subsection (1) above shall provide only for the making of payments
to persons making claims for such payments in respect of firearms or ammunition—

(a) which they had, and were entitled to have in their possession on or
immediately before 16th October 1996 by virtue of firearm certificates held
by them or by virtue of their being registered firearms dealers; or

(b) which on or before that date they had contracted to acquire and were entitled
to have in their possession after that date by virtue of such certificates held by
them or by virtue of their being registered firearms dealers,

and their possession of which will become, or has become, unlawful by virtue of
section 1(2) or 9 above.

(3) A scheme under subsection (1) above may—
(a) restrict eligibility for receipt of payments to claims made in respect of firearms

or ammunition surrendered within a period specified in the scheme;
(b) provide for the procedure to be followed (including any time within which

claims must be made and the provision of information) in respect of claims
under the scheme and for the determination of such claims;

(c) make different provision for different descriptions of firearm or ammunition
or for different descriptions of claimant.
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[F1(4) This section applies in relation to small-calibre pistols surrendered at designated police
stations in accordance with the arrangements made under section 15 above with the
substitution—

(a) for the reference in paragraph (a) of subsection (2) above to 16th October
1996 of a reference to 14th May 1997; and

(b) for the reference in that subsection to section 1(2) above of a reference to
section 1 of the Firearms (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1997 (prohibition of
small-calibre pistols).]
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