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Family Law Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 55

PART IV

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

67 Amendments of Child Abduction and Custody Act 1985.

(1) The M1Child Abduction and Custody Act 1985 shall be amended as follows.

(2) In section 20 (suspension of court’s powers), after subsection (2) there shall be inserted
the following subsection—

“(2A) Where it appears to the Secretary of State—
(a) that an application has been made for the registration of a decision

in respect of a child under section 16 above (other than a decision
mentioned in subsection (3) below); or

(b) that such a decision is registered,
the Secretary of State shall not make, vary or revoke any custody order in
respect of the child unless, in the case of an application for registration, the
application is refused.”

(3) In subsection (3) of that section, after the words “subsection (1)” there shall be inserted
the words “or (2A)”.

(4) Immediately before section 25 there shall be inserted the following section—

“24A  Power to order disclosure of child’s whereabouts.

(1) Where—
(a) in proceedings for the return of a child under Part I of this Act; or
(b) on an application for the recognition, registration or enforcement of

a decision in respect of a child under Part II of this Act,
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there is not available to the court adequate information as to where the child is,
the court may order any person who it has reason to believe may have relevant
information to disclose it to the court.

(2) A person shall not be excused from complying with an order under
subsection (1) above by reason that to do so may incriminate him or his spouse
of an offence; but a statement or admission made in compliance with such an
order shall not be admissible in evidence against either of them in proceedings
for any offence other than perjury.”

(5) In section 27(1) (interpretation), in the definition of “custody proceedings” for the
words from “made” onwards there shall be substituted the words “made, varied or
revoked”.

Marginal Citations
M1 1985 c. 60.

68 Minor and consequential amendments, repeals and savings.

(1) The enactments and orders mentioned in Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect
subject to the amendments specified in that Schedule, being minor amendments and
amendments consequential on the provisions of this Act.

(2) The enactments mentioned in Schedule 2 to this Act (which include some that are
spent or no longer of practical utility) are hereby repealed to the extent specified in
the third column of that Schedule.

(3) Nothing in this Act shall affect—
(a) any proceedings under section 45 of the M2Matrimonial Causes Act 1973

begun before the date of the commencement of Part III of this Act;
(b) any proceedings for jactitation of marriage begun before that date; or
(c) any proceedings for a declaration begun in the High Court before that date by

virtue of rules of court relating to declaratory judgments.

(4) The repeal of section 2 of the M3Legitimacy Declaration Act (Ireland) 1868 shall not
affect any proceedings under that section begun before the commencement of that
repeal.

Marginal Citations
M2 1973 c. 18.
M3 1868 c. 20.

69 Short title, commencement and extent.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Family Law Act 1986.

(2) Sections 64 to 67 of this Act shall come into force at the end of the period of two
months beginning with the day on which this Act is passed.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1985/60
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1868/20
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(3) Subject to subsection (2) above, this Act shall come into force on such day as the
relevant Minister or Ministers may by order made by statutory instrument appoint; and
different days may be so appointed for different provisions or for different purposes.

(4) In subsection (3) above “the relevant Minister or Ministers” means—
(a) in the case of an order which appoints a day only for Part III of this Act and

its associated amendments and repeals, the Lord Chancellor;
(b) in any other case, the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Advocate.

(5) The following provisions of this Act, namely—
Chapter II of Part I;
section 53;
Part III;
sections 64 and 65;
section 68 (3); and
paragraphs 9 to 17, 19 and 23 to 27 of Schedule 1 and section 68(1) so far as
relating to those paragraphs,

extend to England and Wales only.

(6) The following provisions of this Act, namely—
Chapter III of Part I;
section 26; and
paragraphs 1, 3 to 8, 18, 21 and 22 of Schedule 1 and section 68(1) so far as
relating to those paragraphs,

extend to Scotland only; and sections 34 and 38 of this Act do not extend to Scotland.

(7) The following provisions of this Act, namely—
Chapter IV of Part I;
F1. . .
section 68(4); and
paragraphs 2 and 32 to 34 of Schedule 1 and section 68(1) so far as relating to
those paragraphs,

extend to Northern Ireland only; and paragraph 20 of Schedule 1 to this Act and
section 68(1) of this Act so far as relating to that paragraph do not extend to Northern
Ireland.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 69(7) repealed (N.I.) (4.11.1996) by S.I. 1995/755 (N.I. 2), art. 185(2), Sch. 10; S.R.

1996/297, art. 2(2)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Power of appointment conferred by s. 69(3) partly exercised: 4.4.1988 appointed for all the

prospective provisions of the Act except Sch. 1 para. 10(3) by S.I. 1988/375, art. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1986/55/section/69/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1995/755
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1995/755/article/185/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1995/755/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1996/297
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1996/297
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1996/297/article/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1988/375
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1988/375/article/2
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 1(1)(ca)-(cc) inserted by 2022 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 3 para. 7
– s. 2A(1)(1A) substituted for s. 2(1) by 1996 c. 27 Sch. 8 para. 37(3) (This

amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 8 Pt. I repealed (except for paras.
4, 16(1)(5)(a)(6)(b)(7)) (13.5.2014) by Children and Families Act 2014 (c. 6), ss.
18(2)(e), 139(4))

– s. 19(1A)-(1C) inserted by 2022 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 3 para. 8
– s. 29A inserted by 2020 asp 16 s. 29(2)
– s. 38(4) inserted by 1996 c. 27 Sch. 8 para. 37(9) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 8 Pt. I repealed (except for paras. 4, 16(1)(5)(a)(6)(b)(7))
(13.5.2014) by Children and Families Act 2014 (c. 6), ss. 18(2)(e), 139(4))
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/27/schedule/8/paragraph/37/9

