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Matrimonial and Family
Proceedings Act 1984

1984 CHAPTER 42

PART II

FINANCIAL RELIEF IN MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDINGS

Provisions relating to powers of the High Court and county courts

5 Duration of orders for periodical payments and effect of remarriage.

(1) In section 28(1) of the 1973 Act (duration of continuing financial provision orders
in favour of party to a marriage), for the words from the beginning to “the following
limits” there shall be substituted the words “Subject in the case of an order made on or
after the grant of a decree of divorce or nullity of marriage to the provisions of sections
25A(2) above and 31(7) below, the term to be specified in a periodical payments or
secured periodical payments order in favour of a party to a marriage shall be such term
as the court thinks fit, except that the term shall not begin before or extend beyond
the following limits”.

(2) After subsection (1) of the said section 28 there shall be inserted the following
subsection—

“(1A) Where a periodical payments or secured periodical payments order in favour
of a party to a marriage is made on or after the grant of a decree of divorce
or nullity of marriage, the court may direct that that party shall not be entitled
to apply under section 31 below for the extension of the term specified in the
order”.

(3) In subsection (3) of the said section 28 (effect of remarriage on financial provision
orders), after the word “remarries” there shall be inserted the words “whether at any
time before or after the commencement of this Act”.
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(4) In section 29(2) of the 1973 Act (duration of continuing financial provision orders in
favour of children), in paragraph (a), for the words “unless the court thinks it right
in the circumstances of the case to specify a later date” there shall be substituted the
words “unless the court considers that in the circumstances of the case the welfare of
the child requires that it should extend to a later date”.
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