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S C H E D U L E S

[F1SCHEDULE 3B Section 29F

LICENCE TO PRACTISE AND REVALIDATION: APPEALS

Textual Amendments
F1 Sch. 3B inserted (24.1.2005 for the insertion of Sch. 3B para. 3(1)-(3)(5)-(8) as notified in the London

Gazette dated 14.1.2005, 16.11.2009 in so far as not already in force as notified in the London Gazette
dated 21.8.2009) by The Medical Act 1983 (Amendment) Order 2002 (S.I. 2002/3135), arts. 1(2)(3),
11 (with Sch. 2)

Manner of, and time for, appealing
1 (1) A medical practitioner who wishes to appeal to a Registration Appeals Panel under

section 29F of this Act against a decision of a licensing authority must give written
notice of appeal to the Registrar.

(2) Any such notice of appeal must be given within the period of 28 days beginning
with the day on which the practitioner is given notice of the decision of the licensing
authority.

(3) Sub-paragraph (2) above is subject to paragraph 2 below.

Extension of time for appealing
2 Where—

(a) any notice required by section 29B or 29D to be given to a medical
practitioner by the Registrar is given by sending it to him by post; and

(b) the Registrar is satisfied, on the application of the practitioner, that the
practitioner did not receive the notice within the period of 14 days
beginning with the day on which the licensing authority gave the decision
to which the notice relates,

the Registrar may, if he thinks fit, by authorisation in writing extend the time for
giving notice of appeal under paragraph 1 above.

Rules as to procedure and evidence
3 (1) The General Council shall make rules as to—

(a) the procedure to be followed; and
(b) the rules of evidence which are to apply,

in proceedings before a Registration Appeals Panel.

(2) Rules made under this paragraph shall include provision—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/3135
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/3135/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/3135/article/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/3135/article/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/3135/schedule/2
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(a) securing that notice of the time and place of any hearing is given, at such
time and in such manner as may be specified in the rules, to the medical
practitioner to whom the proceedings relate;

(b) securing that any party to proceedings before a Registration Appeals Panel
shall, if he so requires, be entitled to be heard by the Panel;

(c) enabling any party to the proceedings to be represented by counsel or
solicitor, or (if the rules so provide and the party so elects) by a person of
such other description as may be specified in the rules; and

(d) requiring proceedings to be held in publicF2..., unless and to the extent that
the rules provide otherwise.

(3) In sub-paragraph (2) above, “party”, in relation to any proceedings, means—
(a) the medical practitioner to whom the proceedings relate; or
(b) F3...the General Council.

(4) Paragraphs 2 and 7 of Schedule 4 to this Act shall apply in relation to proceedings
before a Registration Appeals Panel as they apply in relation to proceedings before
[F4the Investigation Committee (where, in the case of paragraph 7, the Committee
are considering giving a warning to a person)].

(5) Rules under this paragraph shall not come into force until approved by order of the
Privy Council.

(6) The Privy Council may approve such rules—
(a) as submitted to them; or
(b) subject to such modifications as appear to them to be requisite.

(7) Where the Privy Council propose to approve rules under this paragraph subject to
modifications, they shall—

(a) notify the General Council of the modifications they propose to make; and
(b) consider any observations which the General Council may make on the

modifications.

(8) Before making rules under this paragraph the General Council shall consult such
bodies of persons representing medical practitioners, or medical practitioners of any
description, as appear to the Council requisite to be consulted.

Textual Amendments
F2 Words in Sch. 3B para. 3(2)(d) omitted (19.7.2006, 9.9.2009 in so far as not already in force as

notified in the London Gazette dated 21.8.2009) by virtue of The Medical Act 1983 (Amendment) and
Miscellaneous Amendments Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/1914), art. 1(2)(b)(c)(3), 67

F3 Words in Sch. 3B para. 3(3)(b) omitted (31.12.2015) by virtue of The General Medical Council (Fitness
to Practise and Over-arching Objective) and the Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social
Care (References to Court) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/794), arts. 1(3), 26(1); S.I. 2015/1952, art. 2(o)

F4 Words in Sch. 3B para. 3(4) substituted (31.12.2015) by The General Medical Council (Fitness to
Practise and Over-arching Objective) and the Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social
Care (References to Court) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/794), arts. 1(3), 23(2); S.I. 2015/1952, art. 2(o)

References to the Investigation Committee
4 (1) Where a matter—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1914
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1914
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1914/article/1/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1914/article/1/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1914/article/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1914/article/67
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1983/54/schedule/3B/paragraph/3/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794/article/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794/article/26/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1952
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1952/article/2/o
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1983/54/schedule/3B/paragraph/3/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794/article/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/794/article/23/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1952
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1952/article/2/o
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(a) arises in the course of proceedings relating to a medical practitioner before
a Registration Appeals Panel; and

(b) ought, in the opinion of the Panel, to be investigated by the Investigation
Committee,

sub-paragraph (2) below applies.

(2) In any such case, the Registration Appeals Panel may—
(a) adjourn the proceedings; and
(b) give a direction to the Registrar to refer the matter to the Investigation

Committee.

Powers of Registration Appeal Panels disposing of an appeal
5 In disposing of an appeal under section 29F of this Act by a medical practitioner

against a decision of a licensing authority, the determinations that may be made by
a Registration Appeals Panel are—

(a) if the appeal is against a decision to refuse to grant a licence to practise, that
a licence to practise should, or (as the case may be) should not, be granted
to the practitioner;

(b) if the appeal is against a decision to withdraw a licence to practise, that a
licence to practise should, or (as the case may be) should not, be withdrawn
from the practitioner; or

(c) if the appeal is against a decision to refuse to restore a licence to practise,
that a licence to practise should, or (as the case may be) should not, be
restored to the practitioner,

and a Panel may make such orders as to costs (or, in Scotland, expenses) as they
think fit.

Successful appeals
6 (1) This paragraph applies in any case where, on an appeal under section 29F of this Act

by a medical practitioner against a decision of a licensing authority, a Registration
Appeals Panel determines—

(a) that a licence to practise should be granted to the medical practitioner;
(b) that a licence to practise should not be withdrawn from the medical

practitioner; or
(c) that a licence to practise should be restored to the medical practitioner.

(2) The Registration Appeals Panel shall give notice to the Registrar informing him of
the determination and directing him accordingly—

(a) to grant the licence;
(b) not to withdraw the licence; or
(c) to restore the licence.

(3) The Registrar shall give notice of the determination to the medical practitioner.

(4) Section 29H of this Act applies in relation to any notice under sub-paragraph (2)
above.
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Unsuccessful appeals
7 (1) This paragraph applies in any case where, on an appeal under section 29F of this Act

by a medical practitioner against a decision of a licensing authority, a Registration
Appeals Panel determines—

(a) that a licence to practise should not be granted to the medical practitioner;
(b) that a licence to practise should be withdrawn from the medical practitioner;

or
(c) that a licence to practise should not be restored to the medical practitioner.

(2) The Registration Appeals Panel shall give notice to the Registrar—
(a) informing him of the determination; and
(b) if the determination is that a licence to practise should be withdrawn from

the medical practitioner, directing him to withdraw the licence.

(3) The Registrar shall give the medical practitioner notice of—
(a) the determination; and
(b) his right under paragraph 8 below to appeal against the determination.

(4) Any direction under sub-paragraph (2)(b) above has effect subject to section 29F(3)
of this Act (no implementation pending appeal).

(5) Section 29H of this Act applies in relation to any notice under sub-paragraph (2)
above.

Further appeal to court against determination within paragraph 7
8 (1) Where, on an appeal under section 29F of this Act by a medical practitioner, a

Registration Appeals Panel makes a determination falling within sub-paragraph (1)
of paragraph 7 above, the practitioner may appeal against the determination.

(2) Any such appeal must be made within the period of 28 days beginning with the day on
which the practitioner is given notice under paragraph 7 above of the determination
of the Registration Appeals Panel.

(3) Any such appeal must be made [F5in England and Wales to the county court or, in
Northern Ireland,] to a county court or, in Scotland, to the sheriff.

(4) In sub-paragraph (3) above “the sheriff” means the sheriff in whose sheriffdom is
situated the address—

(a) which is shown in the register as the practitioner’s address; or
(b) which would be so shown, if the practitioner were registered.

(5) On appeal under this paragraph from a Registration Appeals Panel, the county court
or the sheriff may—

(a) dismiss the appeal;
(b) allow the appeal and quash the decision appealed against; or
(c) remit the case to the Registrar for him to refer it to a Registration Appeals

Panel to dispose of in accordance with the directions of the court (or the
sheriff),

and may make such orders as to costs (or, in Scotland, expenses) as it (or he) thinks
fit.]
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Textual Amendments
F5 Words in Sch. 3B para. 8(3) inserted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9

para. 110; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1983/54/schedule/3B/paragraph/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/61/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/9/paragraph/110
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/9/paragraph/110
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/954
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/954/article/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/954/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/956
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Sch. 3B para. 5(b) word omitted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(2)(a)
– Sch. 3B para. 6(1)(b) word omitted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(3)(a)(i)
– Sch. 3B para. 6(2)(b) word omitted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(3)(b)(i)
– Sch. 3B para. 7(1)(b) word omitted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(4)(a)(i)
– Sch. 3B para. 7(2)(a) word omitted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(4)(b)(i)
– Sch. 3B para. 7(4) words inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(4)(c)
– Sch. 3B para. 3(4) words substituted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 7 para. 22

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act words substituted by 2005 c. 4 Sch. 11 para. 6
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 29B(2A)-(2C) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 9(2)
– s. 29B(2A)(a) word substituted by S.I. 2010/234 Sch. 1 para. 2
– s. 29B(3A) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 9(3)
– s. 29E(1)(d)(e) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 12(2)(b)
– s. 29E(2)(e)(f) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 12(3)(b)
– s. 29F(1)(d)(e) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 14(3)
– s. 35C(2)(f)(g) inserted by S.I. 2008/1774 Sch. 1 para. 15 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. It was due to come into force on the coming into force
of s. 44(1) of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 (c. 47), see art. 1(4). S.
44(1) was repealed without ever being in force on 10.9.2012 by 2012 c. 9, s. 75(6),
Sch. 10 Pt. 5; S.I. 2012/2234, art. 2)

– s. 35ZA inserted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 7 para. 4
– Sch. 3B para. 5(d)(e) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(2)(b)
– Sch. 3B para. 6(1)(d)(e) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(3)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 3B para. 6(2)(d)(e) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(3)(b)(ii)
– Sch. 3B para. 7(1)(d)(e) inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(4)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 3B para. 7(2)(c) and word inserted by S.I. 2008/3131 Sch. 1 para. 19(4)(b)(ii)
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