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Mental Health Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 20

PART III

PATIENTS CONCERNED IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS OR UNDER SENTENCE

Transfer to hospital of prisoners, etc.

50 Further provisions as to prisoners under sentence.

(1) Where a transfer direction and a restriction direction have been given in respect of a
person serving a sentence of imprisonment and before [F1his release date] the Secretary
of State is notified by the [F2responsible clinician] , any other [F3approved clinician]
or [F4the appropriate tribunal] that that person no longer requires treatment in hospital
for mental disorder or that no effective treatment for his disorder can be given in the
hospital to which he has been removed, the Secretary of State may—

(a) by warrant direct that he be remitted to any prison or other institution in which
he might have been detained if he had not been removed to hospital, there to
be dealt with as if he had not been so removed; or

(b) exercise any power of releasing him on licence or discharging him under
supervision which would have been exercisable if he had been remitted to
such a prison or institution as aforesaid,

and on his arrival in the prison or other institution or, as the case may be, his release or
discharge as aforesaid, the transfer direction and the restriction direction shall cease
to have effect.

[F5(2) A restriction direction in the case of a person serving a sentence of imprisonment shall
cease to have effect, if it has not previously done so, on his release date.

(3) In this section, references to a person’s release date are to the day (if any) on which
he would be entitled to be released (whether unconditionally or on licence) from any
prison or other institution in which he might have been detained if the transfer direction
had not been given; and in determining that day there shall be disregarded—
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(a) any powers that would be exercisable by the Parole Board if he were detained
in such a prison or other institution, and

(b) any practice of the Secretary of State in relation to the early release under
discretionary powers of persons detained in such a prison or other institution.]

(4) For the purposes of section 49(2) of the M1Prison Act 1952 (which provides for
discounting from the sentences of certain prisoners periods while they are unlawfully
at large) a patient who, having been transferred in pursuance of a transfer direction
from any such institution as is referred to in that section, is at large in circumstances
in which he is liable to be taken into custody under any provision of this Act, shall be
treated as unlawfully at large and absent from that institution.

[F6(5) The preceding provisions of this section shall have effect as if—
(a) the reference in subsection (1) to a transfer direction and a restriction direction

having been given in respect of a person serving a sentence of imprisonment
included a reference to a hospital direction and a limitation direction having
been given in respect of a person sentenced to imprisonment;

(b) the reference in subsection (2) to a restriction direction included a reference
to a limitation direction; and

(c) references in subsections (3) and (4) to a transfer direction included references
to a hospital direction.]
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