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Mental Health Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 20

PART II

COMPULSORY ADMISSION TO HOSPITAL AND GUARDIANSHIP

General provisions as to applications and recommendations

12 General provisions as to medical recommendations.

(1) The recommendations required for the purposes of an application for the admission
of a patient under this Part of this Act [F1or a guardianship application](in this Act
referred to as “medical recommendations”) shall be signed on or before the date of
the application, and shall be given by practitioners who have personally examined
the patient either together or separately, but where they have examined the patient
separately not more than five days must have elapsed between the days on which the
separate examinations took place.

(2) Of the medical recommendations given for the purposes of any such application,
one shall be given by a practitioner approved for the purposes of this section by the
Secretary of State as having special experience in the diagnosis or treatment of mental
disorder; and unless that practitioner has previous acquaintance with the patient, the
other such recommendation shall, if practicable, be given by a registered medical
practitioner who has such previous acquaintance.

[F2(2A) A registered medical practitioner who is an approved clinician shall be treated as also
approved for the purposes of this section under subsection (2) above as having special
experience as mentioned there.]

[F3(3) No medical recommendation shall be given for the purposes of an application
mentioned in subsection (1) above if the circumstances are such that there would be a
potential conflict of interest for the purposes of regulations under section 12A below.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 12(1) inserted (3.11.2008) by Mental Health Act 2007 (c. 12), ss. 22(3), 56 (with Sch. 10);

S.I. 2008/1900, art. 2(e) (with art. 3, Sch.)
F2 S. 12(2A) inserted (3.11.2008) by Mental Health Act 2007 (c. 12), ss. 16, 56 (with Sch. 10); S.I.

2008/1900, art. 2(b) (with art. 3, Sch.)
F3 S. 12(3) substituted (3.11.2008) for s. 12(3)-(7) by Mental Health Act 2007 (c. 12), ss. 22(4), 56 (with

Sch. 10); S.I. 2008/1900, art. 2(e) (with art. 3, Sch.)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 12(2): certain functions not to be exercisable by a Primary Care Trust (E.) (1.4.2002) by virtue of

2000/695, reg. 4(1), Sch. 4 (as amended by S.I. 2002/555, reg. 6(3))
C2 S. 12(2): transfer of functions (E.) (1.4.2001) by S.I. 2001/747, regs. 2(1), 3, 4, Sch. 1
C3 S. 12(2): functions made exercisable (W.) (1.10.2009) by Local Health Boards (Directed Functions)

(Wales) Regulations 2009 (S.I. 2009/1511), reg. 4, Sch.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/section/22/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/section/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/article/2/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/section/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/section/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/article/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/section/22/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/section/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/12/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/article/2/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1900/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/555
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/555/regulation/6/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/747
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/747/regulation/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/747/regulation/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/747/regulation/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/747/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1511
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1511
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1511/regulation/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1511/schedule


Mental Health Act 1983 (c. 20)
Document Generated: 2024-04-05

3

Changes to legislation: 
Mental Health Act 1983, Section 12 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 05 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– s. 12(1)(2) modified (temp.) by 2020 c. 7 Sch. 8 para. 3(6)-(8)

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied by 1996 c. 46 Sch. 2 para. 9(replacing1968 c 20 s. 23) (Act applied

(prosp.) by 1968 c. 20, s. 23(4) (as substituted (prosp.) by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8, 36(2),
Sch. 2, para. 9 which said amending provision was repealed (31.3.2005) by
Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c. 28), ss. 58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I.
2005/579, art. 3(h)(i)(ix)))

– Act applied by 1996 c. 46 Sch. 2 para. 4(replacing1957 c 53 s. 63) (Act applied
(prosp.) by 1957 c. 53, s. 63C(6) (as substituted (prosp.) by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8,
36(2), Sch. 2, para. 4 which said amending provision was repealed (31.3.2005) by
Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c. 28), ss. 58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I.
2005/579, art. 3(h)(i)(ix)))

– Act applied by 1996 c. 46 Sch. 2 para. 1(replacing1955 c 19 s. 116) (Act applied
(prosp.) by 1955 c. 19, s. 116C(6) (as substituted (prosp.) by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8, 36(2),
Sch. 2 para. 1 which said amending provision was repealed (31.3.2005) by Domestic
Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c. 28), ss. 58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I. 2005/579,
art. 3(h)(i)(ix))

– Act applied by 1996 c. 46 Sch. 2 para. 1(replacing1955 c 18 s 116) (Act applied
(prosp.) by 1955 c. 18, s. 116C(6) (as substituted (prosp.) by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8, 36(2),
Sch. 2 para. 1 which said amending provision was repealed (31.3.2005) by Domestic
Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c. 28), ss. 58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I. 2005/579,
art. 3(h)(i)(ix)))

– Act power to applied by 1996 c. 46 Sch. 2 para. 4(replacing1957 c 53 s. 63) (Act:
Power to apply conferred (prosp.) by 1957 c. 53, s. 63B(4)(c) (as substituted (prosp.)
by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8, 36(2), Sch. 2, para. 4 which said amending provision was
repealed (31.3.2005) by Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c. 28), ss.
58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I. 2005/579, art. 3(h)(i)(ix)))

– Act power to applied by 1996 c. 46 Sch. 2 para. 1(replacing1955 c 19 s. 116) (Act:
Power to apply conferred (prosp.) by 1955 c. 19, s. 116B(4)(c) (as substituted
(prosp.) by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8, 36(2), Sch. 2, para. 1 which said amending provision
was repealed (31.3.2005) by Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c.
28), ss. 58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I. 2005/579, art. 3(h)(i)(ix)))

– Act power to applied by 1996 c. 46 Sch. 2 para. 1(replacing1955 c 18 s 116) (Act:
Power to apply conferred (prosp.) by 1955 c. 18, s. 116B(4)(c) (as substituted
(prosp.) by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8, 36(2), Sch. 2 para. 1 which said amending provision
was repealed (31.3.2005) by Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c.
28), ss. 58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I. 2005/579, art. 3(h)(i)(ix)))
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