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Housing Act 1964

1964 CHAPTER 56

PART V

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL
Miscellaneous

Amendments of Clean Air Act 1956 relating to dwellings

(1) For the purposes of section 12(1) of the Clean Air Act 1956 (which provides for the
making by local authorities of payments for adaptations of fireplaces in dwellings
other than new dwellings) and of section 13(1)(b) and (c) of that Act (under which
the Minister may contribute to expenses incurred by a local authority in carrying out
adaptations of fireplaces in dwellings owned or controlled by them or, in the exercise
of their default powers, in other dwellings, but not in any new dwellings) a new
dwelling means a dwelling which either—

(a) was erected after the time when this section comes into force, or

(b) was produced by conversion, after that time, of other premises, with or without
the addition of premises erected after that time,

and for the purposes of this subsection, a dwelling or premises shall not be treated
as erected or converted after that time unless the erection or conversion was begun
thereafter.

(2) If, after an order has been made by a local authority under section 11 of the said Act
of 1956 declaring any area to be a smoke control area (not being an order varying a
previous order so made) and before notice of its making is first published in accordance
with Schedule 1 to that Act, the authority pass a resolution designating any class of
heating appliance as being, in their opinion, unsuitable for installation in that area as
tending, by reason of its consumption of fuel (of whatever kind) or its consumption
thereof at the times when it is generally used, to impose undue strain on the fuel
resources available for that area then, if the order is confirmed, no payment shall be
made by that authority under the said section 12(1) in respect of expenditure incurred
in providing, or in executing works for the purpose of the installation of, any heating



Housing Act 1964 (c. 56)
PART V — Miscellaneous and General
Document Generated: 2023-10-09

Status: This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

appliance of that class in or in connection with a dwelling within the area to which the
order, as confirmed, relates; and accordingly all such expenditure shall be left out of
account for the purposes of that subsection.

(3) No payment shall be made under the said section 12(1) by a local authority in respect
of expenditure incurred after the coming into force of this section in providing, or in
executing works for the purpose of the installation of, any heating appliance which,
when the expenditure was incurred, fell within any class of appliance for the time
being designated for the purposes of this subsection by the Minister as being in his
opinion—

(a) unsuitable for installation in the area of that authority as tending, by reason
aforesaid, to impose undue strain on the fuel resources available for that area,
or

(b) generally unsuitable for installation in England and Wales as tending, by
reason aforesaid, to impose undue strain on the fuel resources available for
England and Wales;

and accordingly all such expenditure shall be left out of account for the purposes of
that subsection:

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to expenditure in respect of which the
approval of the local authority was given for the purposes of the said section 12(1)
at a time (including any time before the coming into force of this section) when
the appliance in question did not fall within a class of appliance for the time being
designated for the purposes of this subsection by the Minister as regards the area of
that authority or generally.

(4) For the purposes of the said section 12(1), the approval of a local authority to the
incurring of expenditure may, if the authority think fit in the circumstances of any
particular case, be given after the expenditure has been incurred if—

(a) the expenditure was incurred at a time after the coming into force of this
section, and

(b) in the case of expenditure incurred in providing, or in executing works for
the purpose of the installation of, a heating appliance, the appliance did not
at that time, and does not when the approval is given, fall within a class of
appliance for the time being designated by the Minister for the purposes of
subsection (3) above as regards the area of that authority or generally.

(5) At any time after an order made by a local authority under section 11 of the said Act
of 1956 has been confirmed, that authority may, if they think fit in the circumstances
of any particular case, give their approval, for the purposes of the said section 12(1),
to the incurring of expenditure which was incurred after the making but before the
confirmation of the order, being expenditure such that, if the order had been confirmed
immediately before it was incurred, they would, at the time when the approval is given
under this subsection, have had power to give it under the last foregoing subsection ;
and where the approval of a local authority is given under this subsection as regards
any expenditure, the said section 12(1) shall apply in relation to that expenditure as if
that expenditure had been incurred immediately after the confirmation of the order.

(6) In section 13(1)(a) of the said Act of 1956 (under which the Minister may contribute to
expenses incurred by a local authority in making payments under the said section 12(1)
which they are bound thereby to make) the words "which they are bound thereby to
make " shall cease to have effect except for the purposes of the application of that
paragraph to expenses incurred before the coming into force of this section.
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(7) The amount of the contribution which, under section 13(1)(c) of the said Act of 1956,
the Minister may make in respect of any expenses incurred by a local authority in
carrying out (in the exercise of the default powers conferred by section 12(2) or 12(3)
(c) of that Act) adaptations required by a notice under the said section 12(2) in or in
connection with a dwelling which is not a new dwelling shall, in the case of expenses
so incurred after the coming into force of this section, be equal to four-sevenths of the
amount arrived at by deducting from the amount of those expenses that fraction thereof
(whether three-tenths or some smaller fraction determined by the local authority, in
the case of those expenses, in pursuance of the said section 12(2) or 12(3)(c)) which
the local authority have power to recover from the occupier or owner by virtue of the
said section 12(2) or 12(3)(c).

(8) So much of section 13(2) of the said Act of 1956 as regulates the amount of a
contribution made by the Minister under the said section 13(1)(c) shall not apply to
any such contribution made in respect of expenses incurred after the coming into force
of this section.

(9) In section 14(1) of the said Act of 1956 (which specifies, by reference to a list of
works, the kinds of adaptations of fireplaces to which sections 12 and 13 of that Act
apply) after paragraph (c) there shall be added the following paragraph—

“(cc) providing gas ignition, electric ignition or any other special means of
ignition ; or”;
and for the purposes of the said section 14(1) the provision of any igniting apparatus
or appliance (whether fixed or not) operating by means of gas, electricity or any other
special means shall be deemed to be the execution of works.

(10) In the application of this section to Scotland—

(a) for the references to the Minister there shall be substituted references to the
Secretary of State, and

(b) in subsection (3), for the references to England and Wales there shall be
substituted references to Scotland.

96 Local authorities' power to assist in provision of separate service pipes for
houses

(1) A local authority may if they think fit give assistance in respect of the provision of
a separate service pipe for a house which has a piped supply of water from a water
main, but no separate service pipe.

(2) Subject to this section, the assistance shall be by way of making a grant in respect of
all or any part of the expenses incurred in the provision of the separate service pipe.

(3) If the local authority are themselves the statutory water undertakers by whom water
will be supplied by means of the separate service pipe, and themselves provide or assist
in providing the separate service pipe, they may, instead of, or in addition to, making a
grant under the last foregoing subsection, remit all or any part of the expenses incurred
by them in providing the separate service pipe, being expenses which would otherwise
be recoverable from a person having an interest in the house.

(4) The reference to expenses in subsection (2) of this section includes, in a case where
all or any part of the works required for the provision of the separate service pipe are
carried out by statutory water undertakers (whether in exercise of default powers or in
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any other case), a reference to sums payable by the owner of the house, or any other
person, to the statutory water undertakers for carrying out the works.

(5) In this section " local authority " means the council of a county borough, London
borough or county district or the Common Council of the City of London; and, in
relation to any house, references to the local authority are references to the local
authority in whose district the house is situated.

(6) In the application of this section to Scotland—

(a) for the references to the statutory water undertakers there shall be substituted
references to the local water authority as defined in section 5(4) of the Water
(Scotland) Act 1946;

(b) " local authority" means a local authority for the purposes of the Act of 1950.

Exchequer contributions for local authorities buying or holding unfit houses for
temporary accommodation

(1) In section 13(2)(b) of the Act of 1958 (under which the Minister may make annual
payments for fifteen years of three pounds to any local authority in respect of unfit
houses bought or held by them) for the words " three pounds " there shall, in relation
to houses approved for the purposes of that section after 13th November 1963, be
substituted the words " eight pounds ".

(2) In section 4(2)(b) of the Scottish Act of 1954 (under which the Secretary of Stare may
make annual payments for fifteen years of seven pounds five shillings to any local
authority in respect of unfit houses bought or held by them) for the words " seven
pounds five shillings " there shall, in relation to houses approved for the purposes of
that section after 13th November 1963, be substituted the words " twelve pounds five
shillings ".

Extension of exchequer subsidies for new houses provided by Scottish Special
Housing Association

(1) Subject to the provisions of Part I of the Act of 1962—

(a) an annual exchequer subsidy shall be payable under the said Part I in respect
of each new house provided by the Scottish Special Housing Association in
the circumstances specified in paragraph (c) of section 23(1) of the Scottish
Act of 1957 (which paragraph is set out in subsection (2) of this section) and in
accordance with proposals approved by the Secretary of State for the purposes
of the said Part I, and

(b) the amount of such subsidy shall be forty-two pounds ;
and accordingly, in sections 1(1)(e) and 2(1)(d) of the Act. of 1962 (which sections

provide for the payment and amount of annual exchequer subsidies), after the words
" paragraph (b)" there shall be inserted the words " or paragraph (c) ".

(2) Section 23(1) of the Scottish Act of 1957 (in paragraphs (a) and (b) of which are
specified the circumstances in which new houses must be provided by the Scottish
Special Housing Association in order that exchequer subsidies may be payable in
respect of them under Part I of the Act of 1962) shall have effect as if at the end thereof
there were inserted the following—

13

or
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(c) houses provided in the district of any local authority in accordance
with arrangements made with the approval of the Secretary of State as
being desirable by reason of special circumstances for the provision
of housing accommodation in any area for persons coming to that area
in order to meet the urgent needs of industry, and so coming wholly,
or, in the case of the council of a county (other than a county of a
city), wholly or partly, from outside the district of the authority”.

99 Compulsory purchase of land by Scottish Special Housing Association

(1) Where the Scottish Special Housing Association (hereafter in this section referred to
as " the Association"); desire to acquire any land for—
(a) the provision of new houses by the Association in the circumstances specified
in paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) or paragraph (c) of section 23(1) of the
Scottish Act of 1957 ; or
(b) the provision of housing accommodation by the Association under a scheme
submitted by them to the Secretary of State under section 18(1)(b) of the Act
of 1962;

and the Association have made an application to the local authority in whose area the
land is situated requesting them to acquire the land under Part V of the Act of 1950
for the purpose of selling it or leasing it to the Association, then if the authority have
power to acquire the land under the said Part V and the Association are satisfied, after
consultation with the authority, that the authority are unwilling to acquire the land for
that purpose or that the footing on which they are willing to do so involves the sale or
leasing of the land to the Association subject to conditions which are unacceptable to
the Association, the Association may themselves acquire the land compulsorily.

In this subsection " local authority " means a local authority for the purposes of the
Act of 1950.

(2) The Association may, at the request of the Housing Corporation made in accordance
with section 4(1) of this Act, acquire land compulsorily for selling it or leasing it to
a housing society.

(3) The power of the Association to acquire any land compulsorily under subsection (1)
or subsection (2) of this section shall be exercisable in any particular case on their
being authorised to do so by the Secretary of State, and in relation to the compulsory
purchase the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure) (Scotland) Act 1947 shall
apply as if the Association were a local authority within the meaning of that Act,
as if this Act had been in force immediately before the commencement of that Act,
and as if in Part I of Schedule 1 to that Act (procedure for authorising compulsory
purchases) references to an owner of any land comprised in the compulsory purchase
order included references to the local authority in whose area the land is situated.

(4) Section 18(1) of the Act of 1962 (which confers power on the Secretary of State to
make advances to the Association for the provision of housing accommodation) shall
have effect as if it conferred power on the Secretary of State to make advances under
that subsection to the Association for the purpose of assisting them to acquire any land
compulsorily under this section.

(5) The Association may not dispose of. any land acquired by them compulsorily under
this section which is not required for the purposes for which it was acquired without
the consent in writing of the Secretary of State.
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(6) In the case of land which is situated partly in the area of one local authority and partly
in the area of another, references in this section to the local authority in whose area
the land is situated shall be construed as references to each of those local authorities.

100 Amendment of s. 10(1) of Scottish Act of 1957

Section 10 of the Scottish Act of 1957 (which empowers a local authority to make a
town development scheme for the carrying out of development in conjunction with
any housing accommodation proposed to be provided in their district in pursuance
of arrangements such as are mentioned in section 8(1) of that Act) shall empower a
local authority to include in a town development scheme proposals for the carrying out
of development in conjunction with any housing accommodation already provided in
their district in pursuance of any such arrangements, and accordingly in subsection (1)
of the said section 10—

(a) after the words " any housing accommodation proposed to be provided " there

shall be inserted the words " or already provided ", and

(b) after the words "related to the proposals as to the housing accommodation
" there shall be inserted the words " and related also to the housing
accommodation already provided, if any ".

101 Power to counties and large burghs in Scotland to contribute towards expense of
housing elderly, infirm or handicapped persons

(1) The council of a county or of a large burgh in Scotland may make any contribution
they think fit towards expenditure incurred by a local authority in connection with—

(a) the provision, maintenance and management, under the Act of 1950, of
housing accommodation for elderly, infirm or handicapped persons ; and

(b) the exercise, in relation to housing accommodation so provided, or for the
benefit of persons occupying such accommodation, of any of their functions
under section 66, 67 or 68 of the said Act.

(2) Where an amount equal to the expenditure towards which any contribution is made
under the foregoing subsection falls to be debited to the housing revenue account of
the local authority, that authority shall carry to the credit of the account, in addition
to the amounts which they are required to carry to the credit of that account under
section 138 of the Act of 1950, an amount equal to the contribution under the foregoing
subsection.

102 Duties of local authority in connection with service of notices and other
documents under Housing Acts

(1) Where under any enactment in Part II of the Act of 1961, or Part II, Part III or Part IV
of this Act, it is the duty of a local authority to serve any document on a person who
is to the knowledge of the local authority the person having control of any premises
(however defined), or a person managing any premises (however defined), or a person
having an estate or interest in any premises (whether or not restricted to persons who
are owners or lessees or mortgagees or to any other class of those having an estate or
interest in premises) it shall be the duty of the local authority to take reasonable steps
to identify the person or persons coming within the description in the enactment.

(2) Any person having an estate or interest in any premises may for the purposes of the
enactments mentioned in subsection (1) of this section give notice to the local authority
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of his interest in the premises, and the local authority shall enter the notice in their
records.

Other minor amendments of Housing Acts

(1) Any notice, order or other document required or authorised to be served under the Act
of 1957 or the Act of 1950, or any enactment required to be construed with either of
those Acts, which is to be served on any person as being a person having control of
any premises (however defined) may, if it is not practicable after reasonable enquiry
to ascertain the name or address of that person, be served by addressing it to him by
the description of " person having control of" the premises (naming them) to which
it relates and by delivering it to some person on the premises or, if there is no person
on the premises to whom it can be delivered, by affixing it, or a copy of it, to some
conspicuous part of the premises.

(2) Where under any enactment in Part II of the Act of 1950, Part II of the Act of 1957, or
Part II of the Act of 1961, or Part II or Part IV of this Act a document is to be served
on the person having control of any premises (however defined), or on the person
managing any premises (however defined), or on the owner of any premises (however
defined), and more than one person comes within the description in the enactment, the
document may be served on more than one of those persons.

(3) In section 69(3) of the Act of 1957 (under which a local authority may issue a
certificate that a house is fit for human habitation and will remain so fit for a specified
period, not being less than five nor more than ten years) for the word " ten " there shall
be substituted the word " fifteen ".

(4) In section 161 of the Act of 1957 and in section 161(1)(b) of the Act of 1950 (penalty
for preventing execution of repairs, etc.) references to an owner of any premises
shall include references to a person having control of any premises (as defined in
section 39(2) of the Act of 1957 or, as the case may be, section 7(3) of the Act of 1950,
or in any corresponding definition).

(5) In section 178(1) and section 179(1) of the Act of 1957 (which contain general
provisions relating to the form of notices, and to dispensations with service of notices)
the proviso (which excepts notices under sections 26 and 30 of the Act relating to
the substitution of a closing order for a demolition order and to payments for well-
maintained houses) shall in each case cease to have effect.



