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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

1999 No. 84

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

Weights and Measures (Quantity Marking and
Abbreviations of Units) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999

Made       -      -      -      - 25th February 1999

Coming into operation 31st March 1999

The Department of Economic Development, in exercise of the powers conferred by Articles 2(2)(1),
13(1)(g), 19(6)(a) and (d), 30(1A)(a), 31(5)(a), (5A) and (6) and 38 of the Weights and Measures
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981(2) and now vested in it(3) and of every other power enabling it in that
behalf, and after consultation, in accordance with Article 48(4) of that Order, with such organisations
as appear to it to be representative of interests substantially affected by the Regulations, hereby
makes the following Regulations:—

Part I
General

Citation, commencement, interpretation and revocation

1.—(1)  These Regulations may be cited as the Weights and Measures (Quantity Marking and
Abbreviations of Units) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999 and shall come into operation on 31st
March 1999.

(2)  In these Regulations “the Order” means the Weights and Measures (Northern Ireland) Order
1981.

(3)  The Weights and Measures (Quantity Marking and Abbreviations of Units) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1991(4) are hereby revoked.

(1) See the definitions of “the Department”, “prescribed” and “regulations”
(2) S.I. 1981/231 (N.I. 10); Articles 30(1A) and 31(5A) have effect by virtue of the modifications to Part VI of the Order made

by paragraphs 2(b) and 5(b) of Part II of Schedule 3 to the Weights and Measures (Packaged Goods) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1990, S.R. 1990 No. 410

(3) By S.I. 1982/846 (N.I. 11)Art. 4
(4) S.R. 1991 No. 320

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1981/231
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1990/410
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Part II
Quantity Marking of Containers and Units of Measurement to be Used in Marking

Application of Part II

2.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2), this Part shall apply in respect of—
(a) the manner of the marking of any container required by or under Part V of the Order or

Article 30(1A) or 31(5) or (5A) to be marked with information as to quantity; and
(b) the units of measurement to be used in marking any container required by or under Part V

of the Order to be marked with information as to quantity by measurement.
(2)  Regulation 5 shall not apply in relation to any catchweight product.
(3)  In this regulation “catchweight product” means any product which is not pre-packed according

to a pre-determined fixed weight pattern, but is pre-packed in varying quantities.

Marking with quantity by measurement

3.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2), the marking of any container with information as to quantity
by measurement shall comprise the numerical value of the unit of measurement expressed in words
or figures and a reference to that unit expressed either in words or by means of the relevant symbol
or abbreviation which may lawfully be used for trade in relation to that unit under Part III.

(2)  Where the numerical value of the unit of measurement is expressed in words, the reference
to that unit shall be expressed in words and not by means of a symbol or abbreviation.

(3)  Any marking with information as to quantity by gross weight shall include the word “gross”
or the words “including container” or other words which indicate that the marked weight includes
the weight of the container.

(4)  Abbreviation of the word “net” or “gross” shall not be used in the marking.
(5)  A metric quantity used in the marking shall not be expressed as a vulgar fraction.

Legibility and position of marking

4. Any marking of a container with information as to quantity—
(a) shall be easy to understand, clearly legible and indelible;
(b) shall be easily visible to an intending purchaser under normal conditions of purchase;
(c) shall not in any way be hidden, obscured or interrupted by any other written or pictorial

matter; and
(d) if it is not on the actual container or on a label securely attached to the container, shall be

so placed that it cannot be removed without opening the container.

Size of marking

5.—(1)  Subject to regulation 2(2), where in any marking of any container the quantity by number
or the numerical value of a unit of measurement is expressed in figures, all the relevant figures shall
be at least the height specified in the second column of the Table set out in Schedule 1 in relation to—

(a) where the marking is of mass or weight, capacity or volume, the range of quantity specified
in the first column of that Table, appropriate to the measurement being marked, within
which the quantity of goods made up in or on that container falls, (or where the goods
are made up in an imperial quantity, within which the metric equivalent of that quantity
falls); or
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(b) where the marking is of area, length or number, the range of size of container so specified
within which the size of the container in or on which the goods are made up falls, being a
size calculated in accordance with the provisions of that Schedule.

(2)  The numerator and denominator together indicating a vulgar fraction of a unit of measurement
shall appear one on top of the other and for the purposes of paragraph (1) shall be treated as a single
figure.

Metric and imperial units of measurement

6.—(1)  Subject to paragraphs (2), (3) and (4), the marking of any container with information as
to quantity by measurement shall be in metric units of measurement.

(2)  The marking of any returnable container used for milk to which this Part applies with
information as to quantity by measurement may, in addition to the marking in metric units, be marked
by reference to the pint.

(3)  The marking of any returnable container used for beer, cider, water, lemonade and fruit juice
with information as to quantity by measurement may, in addition to the marking in metric units, be
marked by reference to the pint and the fluid ounce.

(4)  Any container marked in metric units of measurement in accordance with these Regulations
may be marked with a supplementary indication (Article 6(7A)(5) of the Order makes provision for
the use for trade of a supplementary indication).

(5)  Paragraph (3) shall be omitted with effect from 1st January 2000.

Units of measurement to be used in marking

7. Subject to paragraphs (2), (3) and (4) of regulation 6, the units of measurement to be used in
marking any container with information as to quantity by measurement are those set out in Column
2 of Schedule 2 appropriate to the measurement being marked set out in Column 1 of that Schedule.

Amendment of the Weights and Measures (Packaged Goods) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
1990

8.—(1)  Regulation 10 of the Weights and Measures (Packaged Goods) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1990 shall be amended as follows:

(a) subject to paragraph (2), for paragraph (1) thereof there shall be substituted the following
paragraph—

“(1)  This regulation has effect for the purpose of prescribing—
(a) in relation to a class A package in pursuance of Article 31(5)(a) of the Order;

and
(b) in relation to a class B package in pursuance of Article 30(1A)(a) of the Order

(as having effect by virtue of the modifications to Part VI of the Order made
by paragraph 5(b) of Part II of Schedule 3),

the units of weight or volume in which a statement of quantity is to be marked on the
package and, in the case of a class A package, the time before which that statement
is to be marked (or a record of a proposed statement is to be kept under Article 31(6)
of the Order).”;

(b) in paragraph (2) thereof for sub-paragraph (a) there shall be substituted the following
sub-paragraph—

(5) Article 6(7A) of the Order was inserted by regulation 4(2) of S.R. 1995 No. 226
3
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“(a)   “the principal Regulations” means the Weights and Measures (Quantity
Marking and Abbreviations of Units) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999;”;

(c) subject to paragraph (2), paragraph (7) thereof shall be omitted.
(2)  Paragraph (1)(c) shall not apply in the case of packages containing poultry, but not including

part only of any poultry.

Part III
Use for Trade of Abbreviations of, or Symbols for, Units of Measurement

Application of Part III

9. This Part shall apply as respects the use for trade (other than for the purpose of marking
weighing or measuring equipment) of abbreviations of, or symbols for, units of measurement.

Restriction on the use for trade of abbreviations and symbols

10.—(1)  Only those symbols set out in Column 2 of Schedule 3 may be used for trade to indicate
the relevant unit of measurement set out in Column 1 of that Schedule.

(2)  Where the pint is used in connection with returnable containers for milk or the dispense of
draught beer or cider, the abbreviation “pt” may be used and the letter “s” may be added, where
appropriate, to indicate the plural.

(3)  Where the pint or the fluid ounce are used in connection with returnable containers for beer,
cider, water, lemonade and fruit juice, the abbreviations “pt” or “fl oz” may be used and the letter
“s” may be added, where appropriate, to indicate the plural.

(4)  Where the pound or the ounce (avoirdupois) are used in connection with the sale of goods
loose from bulk, the abbreviations “lb” or “oz” may be used and the letter “s” may be added, where
appropriate, to indicate the plural.

(5)  Paragraphs (3) and (4) shall be omitted with effect from 1st January 2000.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Economic Development on

L.S.

25th February 1999.
A. L. Brown

Assistant Secretary
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Schedule 1 regulation 5

Table of Size of Figures in Quantity Marking of Containers

(1) (2)
Quantity marking of container Minimum height of figures

Mass or weight of goods

Not exceeding 50 g 2 mm

Exceeding 50 g but not exceeding 200 g 3 mm

Exceeding 200 g but not exceeding 1 kg 4 mm

Exceeding 1 kg 6 mm

Capacity of goods

Not exceeding 5 cl 2 mm

Exceeding 5 cl but not exceeding 20 cl 3 mm

Exceeding 20 cl but not exceeding 1 L 4 mm

Exceeding 1 L 6 mm

Volume of goods

Not exceeding 200 cm3 3 mm

Exceeding 200 cm3 but not exceeding 1000
cm3

4 mm

Exceeding 1000 cm3 6 mm

Not exceeding 5 cl 2 mm

Exceeding 5 cl but not exceeding 20 cl 3 mm

Exceeding 20 cl but not exceeding 1 L 4 mm

Exceeding 1 L 6 mm

Area, length and number

Size of container

Not exceeding 12 cm 2 mm

Exceeding 12 cm but not exceeding 30 cm 3 mm

Exceeding 30 cm but not exceeding 45 cm 4 mm

Exceeding 45 cm 6 mm
For the purposes of this Schedule, the size of a container shall be treated as equal—
(a) in the case of a rectilinear or approximately rectilinear container, to its height, length or

width whichever is the greatest;
(b) in the case of a container with curvilinear or approximately curvilinear cross section, its

height or maximum diameter, whichever is the greater.
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Schedule 2 regulation 7

Units of Measurement to be used in Quantity Marking

(1) (2)
Measurement Metric Unit

Length metre

 centimetre

 millimetre

Area square metre

 square decimetre

 square centimetre

Volume cubic metre

 cubic centimetre

 litre

 centilitre

 millilitre

Capacity litre

 centilitre

 millilitre

Mass or weight kilogram

 gram

Schedule 3 regulation 10

Symbols for Units of Measurement which may be used for Trade

(1) (2)
Unit of Measurement Symbol

metre m

centimetre cm

millimetre mm

square metre m2

square decimetre dm2

square centimetre cm2

cubic metre m3

cubic centimetre cm3
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(1) (2)
Unit of Measurement Symbol

litre l or L

decilitre dl or dL

centilitre cl or cL

millilitre ml or mL

tonne t

kilogram kg

hectogram hg

gram g

milligram mg

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations.)

These Regulations replace the Weights and Measures (Quantity Marking and Abbreviations of Units)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991 as amended by the Weights and Measures (Packaged Goods
and Quantity Marking and Abbreviations of Units) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
1995 (S.R. 1995 No. 229).
Those amendments related to metrication and stemmed from the implementation of the amendments
made by Council Directive 89/617/EEC (O.J. No. L357, 7.12.89, p. 28) to Council Directive 80/181/
EEC (O.J. No. L39, 15.2.80, p. 40) which relates to the use of units of measurement for economic,
public health, public safety or administrative purposes.
Part II of the Regulations makes provision as to:—

(a) the manner in which quantities are to be marked on those containers of goods which are
required to be marked under the Weights and Measures (Northern Ireland) Order 1981
(“the Order”) with information as to quantity, including:

(i) the marking of catchweight products with a metric indication of quantity, and
(ii) the marking of containers as a general rule with metric units and optional

supplementary imperial markings; and
(b) the units of measurement to be used in marking containers required to be marked under

Part V of the Order.
In respect of containers required to be marked by or under Part V of the Order with information as
to quantity, contravention of regulation 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 gives rise to an offence under Article 19(6)
of the Order. In respect of containers required to be marked by or under Article 30(1A) or 31(5) or
(5A) of the Order with information as to quantity, contravention of regulation 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 gives
rise to an offence under Article 32(1) of the Order. The penalty on summary conviction for these
offences is a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5,000).
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Part III makes provision with respect to the abbreviations of (or symbols for) units of measurement
which may lawfully be used for trade, other than for the purpose of marking weighing or measuring
equipment. Contravention of this Part is an offence under Article 13(1) of the Order. The penalty on
summary conviction for this offence is a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale (currently
£1,000).
These Regulations have been notified to the European Commission pursuant to Council Directive
83/189/EEC (O.J. No. L109, 26.4.83, p. 8) as amended by Council Directive 88/182/EEC (O.J.
No. L81, 26.3.88, p. 75) and European Parliament and Council Directive 94/10/EC (O.J. No. L100,
19.4.94, p. 30) which lays down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical
standards and regulations.
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