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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER IV

Common provisions on establishment

Article 50

Documentation and formalities

1 Where the competent authorities of the host Member State decide on an application
for authorisation to pursue the regulated profession in question by virtue of this Title, those
authorities may demand the documents and certificates listed in Annex VII.

The documents referred to in Annex VII, point 1(d), (e) and (f), shall not be more than
three months old by the date on which they are submitted.

The Member States, bodies and other legal persons shall guarantee the confidentiality
of the information which they receive.

2 In the event of justified doubts, the host Member State may require from the competent
authorities of a Member State confirmation of the authenticity of the attestations and evidence
of formal qualifications awarded in that other Member State, as well as, where applicable,
confirmation of the fact that the beneficiary fulfils, for the professions referred to in Chapter III
of this Title, the minimum training conditions set out respectively in Articles 24, 25, 28, 31,
34, 35, 38, 40, 44 and 46.

3 In cases of justified doubt, where evidence of formal qualifications, as defined in
Article 3(1)(c), has been issued by a competent authority in a Member State and includes training
received in whole or in part in an establishment legally established in the territory of another
Member State, the host Member State shall be entitled to verify with the competent body in the
Member State of origin of the award:

a whether the training course at the establishment which gave the training has been
formally certified by the educational establishment based in the Member State of origin
of the award;

b whether the evidence of formal qualifications issued is the same as that which would
have been awarded if the course had been followed entirely in the Member State of
origin of the award; and

c whether the evidence of formal qualifications confers the same professional rights in
the territory of the Member State of origin of the award.

[F13a In the event of justified doubts, the host Member State may require from the competent
authorities of a Member State confirmation of the fact that the applicant is not suspended or
prohibited from the pursuit of the profession as a result of serious professional misconduct or
conviction of criminal offences relating to the pursuit of any of his professional activities.
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3b Exchange of information between competent authorities of different Member States
under this Article shall take place via IMI.]

4 Where a host Member State requires its nationals to swear a solemn oath or make a
sworn statement in order to gain access to a regulated profession, and where the wording of
that oath or statement cannot be used by nationals of the other Member States, the host Member
State shall ensure that the persons concerned can use an appropriate equivalent wording.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

Article 51

Procedure for the mutual recognition of professional qualifications

1 The competent authority of the host Member State shall acknowledge receipt of the
application within one month of receipt and inform the applicant of any missing document.

2 The procedure for examining an application for authorisation to practise a regulated
profession must be completed as quickly as possible and lead to a duly substantiated decision by
the competent authority in the host Member State in any case within three months after the date
on which the applicant's complete file was submitted. However, this deadline may be extended
by one month in cases falling under Chapters I and II of this Title.

3 The decision, or failure to reach a decision within the deadline, shall be subject to
appeal under national law.

Article 52

Use of professional titles

1 If, in a host Member State, the use of a professional title relating to one of the
activities of the profession in question is regulated, nationals of the other Member States who
are authorised to practise a regulated profession on the basis of Title III shall use the professional
title of the host Member State, which corresponds to that profession in that Member State, and
make use of any associated initials.

2 Where a profession is regulated in the host Member State by an association or
organisation within the meaning of Article 3(2), nationals of Member States shall not be
authorised to use the professional title issued by that organisation or association, or its
abbreviated form, unless they furnish proof that they are members of that association or
organisation.

If the association or organisation makes membership contingent upon certain
qualifications, it may do so, only under the conditions laid down in this Directive, in
respect of nationals of other Member States who possess professional qualifications.
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[F13 A Member State may not reserve the use of the professional title to the holders
of professional qualifications if it has not notified the association or organisation to the
Commission and to the other Member States in accordance with Article 3(2).]
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