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SCOTTISH FISCAL COMMISSION ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

OVERVIEW OF THE ACT

Functions

Section 8 - Power to modify the Commission’s functions

18. Section 8 provides a regulation-making power for Scottish Ministers, following
consultation with the Commission and subject to parliamentary process, to confer
new functions on the Commission or to modify or remove existing ones. Regulations
under section 8 are subject to the affirmative procedure. This power will enable the
Commission’s remit to be adjusted in future without the need for further primary
legislation, but subject to parliamentary oversight and agreement. This is intended
to provide flexibility to expand the functions of the Commission in line with future
expansion of the fiscal powers of the Scottish Parliament, including those reflected in
the Scotland Act 2016 as set out in the agreement between the Scottish Government
and the United Kingdom Government on the Scottish Government’s fiscal framework.

19. Ministers may not remove the Commission’s core functions under sections 2(1) or
(4) through this regulation making power. However, they may remove or modify
paragraphs in subsection (2) which relate to the specific forecasts which are to be
prepared by the Commission.
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