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MENTAL HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE STRUCTURE & A SUMMARY OF THE ACT

Part Two – Criminal Cases

Section 44: Periods for hospital directions

Amendment of sections 59A and 59C

126. Hospital directions (HDs) are directions which allow a person to receive appropriate
medical treatment for mental disorder in hospital, and then, if they become well, to be
transferred to prison to complete the prison sentence imposed at the time of making the
HD. In accordance with earlier changes made in the Act, section 44 amends sections
59A(4)(b), 59A(7)(a) and 59C to bring the computation of the relevant timescales in
these sections in line with the way timescales are calculated for AOs, treatment orders
and compulsion orders under the 1995 Act.
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