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COURTS REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2014

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 3 – Civil Procedure

Chapter 4 – Lay representation for non-natural persons

Section 97 – Lay representation in other proceedings

167. Section 97 sets out the scope for permitting lay representation on behalf of non-natural
persons in non-simple procedure cases in the sheriff court, the Sheriff Appeal Court and
the Court of Session. The decision on whether to permit lay representation in non-simple
procedure cases lies with the court, who may grant permission subject to the fulfilment
of the conditions in subsection (3). The suitability of the choice of lay representative
is assessed in light of subsection (4) with the assessment of whether permitting lay
representation is in the interest of justice in subsection (6). The assessment of such
concepts as “interests of justice” and “suitability” in subsection (3) will ensure that the
power to determine whether to permit lies firmly in the hands of the court taking into
account the particular circumstances of the case.
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