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COURTS REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2014

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 1 - Sheriff Courts

Chapter 4 - Competence and jurisdiction

Sheriffs: civil competence and jurisdiction

Section 39 – Exclusive competence

70. Section 39 sets out which cases fall within the exclusive competence of the sheriff court.
It provides that in civil proceedings about which the sheriff has competence, and, in
which an order of value of £100,000 or less is sought (or where more than one order
is sought, the aggregate total of such orders is £100,000 or less), the proceedings must
be brought in the sheriff court.

71. Subsection (3) exempts family proceedings (defined in section 135), from the operation
of this section, unless the only order sought is an order for payment of aliment.
Subsection (4) provides that this section is subject to the operation of section 92(7) of the
Act which permits remit of cases to the Court of Session in exceptional circumstances.
Subsection (5) provides that the Scottish Ministers may by order (subject to the
affirmative procedure) substitute for the sum of £100,000 another sum. Subsection (6)
defines what is meant by an “order of value”. Subsections (7) and (8) provide that
further detail on how the value of an order or the aggregate total value of orders is to be
determined may be provided in an act of sederunt made by the Court of Session which
may make different provision for different purposes.
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