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PART 2

GENERAL DUTIES AND PROCUREMENT STRATEGIES

General duties

9 Sustainable procurement duty

(1) For the purposes of this Act, the sustainable procurement duty is the duty of a
contracting authority—

(a) before carrying out a regulated procurement, to consider how in conducting
the procurement process it can—

(i) improve the economic, social, and environmental wellbeing of the
authority's area,

(ii) facilitate the involvement of small and medium enterprises, third
sector bodies and supported businesses in the process, and

(iii) promote innovation, and
(b) in carrying out the procurement, to act with a view to securing such

improvements identified as a result of paragraph (a)(i).

(2) The contracting authority must consider under subsection (1) only matters that are
relevant to what is proposed to be procured and, in doing so, consider the extent to
which it is proportionate in all the circumstances to take those matters into account.

(3) In this section—
“small and medium enterprises” means businesses with not more than 250
employees,
“third sector bodies” means organisations (other than bodies established under
an enactment) that exist wholly or mainly to provide benefits for society or the
environment.

(4) In this section, references to the wellbeing of the authority's area include, in particular,
reducing inequality in the area.



2 Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 asp 12
Part 2 – General duties and procurement strategies

Document Generated: 2024-03-12
Changes to legislation: Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, Section 9 is up to date with all changes known to be in

force on or before 12 March 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been
made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Commencement Information
I1 S. 9 in force at 1.6.2016 by S.S.I. 2016/30, art. 4 (with art. 5)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/12/section/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2016/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2016/30/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2016/30/article/5


Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 asp 12
Document Generated: 2024-03-12

3

Changes to legislation: 
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, Section 9 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 12 March 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act power to amend conferred by 2023 c. 54 s. 115(3)(4)
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– sch. para. 40A inserted by 2023 asp 6 sch. 2 para. 5(2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/54/section/115/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/54/section/115/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2023/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2023/6/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2023/6/schedule/2/paragraph/5/2

