
These notes relate to the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications
(Scotland) Act 2012 (asp 1) which received Royal Assent on 19 January 2012

OFFENSIVE BEHAVIOUR AT

FOOTBALL AND THREATENING

COMMUNICATIONS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2012

EXPLANATORY NOTES

SUMMARY OF THE ACT

3. The Act provides for two new criminal offences. The offence of ‘Offensive
behaviour at regulated football matches’ criminalises offensive or threatening
behaviour likely to incite public disorder at certain football matches. The offence of
‘Threatening communications’ provides for a criminal offence concerning the sending
of communications which contain threats of serious violence or which contain threats
intended to incite hatred on religious grounds.
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