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FORTH CROSSING ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 – Roads

Section 17 – Solum of stopped up road

65. The solum of a road means the soil or ground beneath the road upon which the road is
built. A road vests in the appropriate roads authority but the roads authority does not
necessarily own the solum of the road. Often the roads authority will have a right to
use, or authorise the use of the road by the public, or maintain the road without having
ownership of the solum itself.

66. This section provides that where a road ceases to be used as a road, the solum of the
road will vest in the owner of the land which adjoins the former road unless there is a
person, who by reason of title, has a prior claim or the Scottish Ministers will become
the adjoining land owner under the terms of subsection (1)(b). This section is consistent
with the provisions that apply in relation to the vesting of solum of a stopped up road
under the Roads (Scotland) Act 19841.

67. Subsection (2) provides that the resolution of any dispute as to the vesting of the solum
will be heard before a sheriff in whose sheriffdom the land is located.

1 See section 115 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 (c.54).
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