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EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – AN OVERVIEW

Part 2

Adults With Incapacity

Section 56 – Orders about incapable adults’ nearest relatives

89. This section amends section 4 of the 2000 Act. Section 4 previously allowed an adult
to apply to the sheriff to have the person who would otherwise be treated as the adult’s
nearest relative displaced, for the purposes of the Act. This amendment provides that
any person claiming an interest in the adult’s property, financial affairs or personal
welfare may apply to have the nearest relative displaced. It also provides that a court
may make an order different to the one applied for, e.g. naming a different person from
the person specified in the application.
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