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LANDFILL DISPOSALS TAX (WALES) ACT 2017

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 5 - Supplementary Provision

Chapter 3 – Investigation and Information

Section 60 – Disclosure of information to WRA

123. Section 60 allows information acquired by local authorities in Wales or Natural
Resources Wales (NRW) to be disclosed to WRA to help WRA collect and manage
LDT, and to investigate liability to tax where necessary.

124. Section 60 does not authorise the disclosure of information to WRA if the disclosure
would contravene the Data Protection Act 1998 or is prohibited by relevant sections of
the Investigatory Powers Act 2016.

125. It is envisaged that this power of disclosure may be used where, as part of their day-to-
day functions, a local authority or NRW identifies any activity, such as an unauthorised
disposal, which could give rise to a liability to LDT. This power allows these bodies
to pass on information relating to the activity and any associated potential liability to
WRA so that it can be used in a tax investigation or tax enforcement action.

126. The Welsh Ministers may by regulations specify other individuals or organisations
that are allowed to share information with WRA under this section. These could, for
example, include public bodies such as National Park Authorities.

127. It is not envisaged that local authorities and NRW will routinely share information with
WRA about authorised landfill sites and their operators. These operators should already
be providing WRA with all of the information it needs through the tax registration
system and their regular tax returns. However, where local authorities or NRW believe
that information may be of interest to WRA in relation to the collection or management
of the tax, it may be possible for this information to be shared with WRA, and this may
lead to a tax investigation.

128. The use and disclosure of information held by WRA is dealt with in Part 2 of TCMA,
which includes special provision to safeguard the disclosure of protected taxpayer
information. These rules allow for sensitive tax payer information held by WRA to
be disclosed to other persons or organisations in specified circumstances only. These
circumstances include those in which the disclosure is made for the purposes of a
criminal investigation or criminal proceedings, or to prevent or detect crime, or to assist
in civil proceedings.
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