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PLANNING (WALES) ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 Development Planning

Section 5 – Strategic planning areas: survey

29. This section inserts section 60H into the PCPA 2004.

30. Section 60H provides that strategic planning panels must keep under review matters
which are expected to affect the development of the strategic planning area. It does this
by applying section 61(2) to (5) of the PCPA 2004 to strategic planning panels. Section
61(2) lists matters which must be kept under review, such as the principal characteristics
of an area, purposes for which land is used, population, communications and transport
systems. (Section 11 of the Act also amends section 61(2) by updating the matters
mentioned in paragraph (a) so that review of the principal characteristics of the strategic
planning area must include consideration of the extent to which the Welsh language is
used in the area.)

31. In addition to the matters listed in section 61(2), subsection (3) provides that a strategic
planning panel must review any changes that might occur in respect of any of the other
matters and their effect on the development of the strategic planning area or on the
planning of such development. Subsection (4) extends the review of the matters listed
in sub-sections (2) and (3) to consideration of those matters in any neighbouring area
which might affect the strategic planning area. Subsection (5) imposes a requirement on
a panel to consult neighbouring local planning authorities for the purpose of undertaking
a review of matters in respect of a neighbouring area.
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