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HIGHER EDUCATION (WALES) ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS OF THE ACT

Part 7 – Supplementary provision about functions of HEFCW

Section 48 – Duty to take into account importance of protecting academic freedom

137. Section 48 imposes a general duty on HEFCW to take into account the importance of
protecting academic freedom in exercising their functions under the Act. In particular,
HEFCW must take into account the importance of protecting the freedom of institutions
to determine the matters listed in section 48(a) to (c). Where the exercise by HEFCW
of a function under the Act has no relevance to the protection of institutional freedoms,
or where the exercise of a function involves no choice on the part of HEFCW, the duty
in section 48 will not, in practice, require HEFCW to take any additional action.
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