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The Statute of Westminster the Second
(De Donis Conditionalibus) 1285

1285 CHAPTER 1 13 Edw 1

Statutes of King Edward, Made at WESTMINSTER in his
PARLIAMENT, at EASTER, In the THIRTEENTH YEAR of his Reign.
X1

X2

Editorial Information
X1 Some words illegible on the Tower Roll are supplied from the entry of this Statute in fo. 260, etc. of

Register A, in the Chapter House at Westminister, of which the Various Readings are also given. The
words defective are distinguished by being included in brackets without any figure of reference.

X2 The original text of this Act was not modern English. The traditional translation appears first with
obsolete characters modernised. The original text (as an image) appears second.

Whereas of late our Lord the King, in the Quinzim of Saint John Baptist, the Sixth Year
of his Reign, calling together the Prelates, Earls,Barons, and his Council at Gloucester,
and considering that divers of this Realm were disherited, by reason that in many
Cases, where Remedy should have been had there was none provided by him nor his
Predecessors, ordained certain Statutes right necessary and profitable for his Realm,
whereby the People of England and Ireland, being Subjects unto his Power, have
obtained more speedy Justice in their Oppressions, than they had before; and certain
Cases, wherein the Law failed, did remain undetermined, and some (X3) remained to be
enacted, that were for the Reformation of the Oppressions of the People: Our Lord the
King in his Parliament, after the Feast of Easter, holden the Thirteenth Year of his Reign
at Westminster, caused many Oppressions [of the People,] and Defaults of the Laws, for
the Accomplishment of the said Statutes of Gloucester, to be rehearsed, and thereupon
did provide certain Acts, as shall appear here following.
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Editorial Information
X3 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: things

I Several Sorts of Gifts of Lands upon Condition; In such Gifts the Donor’s Will
shall be observed.Writs of Formedon in Descender.A Fine shall not bar the Heir
in Tail.

FIRST, Concerning Lands that many times are given upon Condition, that is to wit,
Where any giveth his Land to any Man and his Wife, and to the Heirs begotten of the
Bodies of the same Man and his Wife, with such Condition expressed that if the same
Man and his Wife die without [X4Heirs] of their Bodies between them begotten, the
Land so given shall revert to the Giver or his Heir: In case also where one giveth Lands
in free Marriage, which Gift hath a Condition annexed, though it be not expressed in
the Deed of Gift, which is this, That if the Husband and Wife die without Heir of their
Bodies begotten, the Land so given shall revert to the Giver or his Heir: In case also
where one giveth Land to another, and the Heirs of his Body issuing; it seemed very
hard, and yet seemeth to the Givers and their Heirs, that their Will being expressed
in the Gift, was not heretofore, nor yet is observed: (X5) in all the Cases aforesaid,
after Issue begotten and born between them, to whom the Lands were given under
such Condition, heretofore such Feoffees had Power to aliene the Land so given, and
to disherit their Issue of the Land, contrary to the Minds of the Givers, and contrary
to the Form expressed in the Gift: And further, when the Issue of such Feoffee is
failing, the Land so given ought to return to the Giver, or his Heir, by Form of the
Gift expressed in the Deed, though the Issue, if any were, had died: Yet by the Deed
and Feoffment of them, to whom Land was so given upon Condition, the Donors have
heretofore been barred of their Reversion, which was directly repugnant to the Form
of the Gift: Wherefore our Lord the King, perceiving how necessary and expedient
it should be to provide Remedy in the aforesaid Cases, hath ordained, That the Will
of the Giver, according to the Form in the Deed of Gift manifestly expressed, shall
be from henceforth observed; so that they to whom the Land was given under such
Condition, shall have no Power to aliene the Land so given, but that it shall remain
unto the Issue of them to whom it was given after their Death, or [shall revert] unto the
Giver or his Heirs, if Issue fail [X6whereas] there is no Issue at all, or if any Issue be,
[X7and fail by Death, or Heir of the Body of such Issue failing.] Neither shall the second
Husband of any such Woman, from henceforth, have any thing in the Land so given
upon Condition, after the Death of his Wife, by the Law of England, nor the Issue of
the second Husband and Wife shall succeed in the Inheritance, but immediately after
the Death of the Husband and Wife, to whom the Land was so given, it shall [X8come
to their Issue, or return unto] the Giver, or his Heir, as before is said. . . . F1 And it is
to wit that this Statute shall hold place touching Alienation of Land contrary to the
Form of the Gift hereafter to be made, and shall not extend to Gifts made before. And
if a Fine be levied hereafter upon such Lands, it shall be void in the Law; neither shall
the Heirs, or such as the Reversion belongeth unto though they be of full Age, within
England, and out of Prison, need to make their Claim.
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Editorial Information
X4 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: Heir
X5 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: For
X6 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: either by reason that
X7 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: it fail by Death, the Heir of

such Issue failing.
X8 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: return to their Issue, or to

Textual Amendments
F1 Words repealed by Statute Law Revision Act 1887 (c. 59)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1887/59
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